
Saddle Lake First Nation 
Box 100, Saddle Lake, Alberta 

T0A 3T0 

Area Code 403 - 726-3829 Fax 726-3788 

March 1, 1999 

SECRETARY GENERAL 
United Nations 
Avenue de la Paix 
#814 

GENEVA, Switzerland 1202 

Dear Sir/Madame: 
Canada's highest court has violated the two major international instruments: 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of  the Crime of  Genocide and the 
Convention on the Rights of  the Child by awarding an Indigenous child to adoptive 
grandparents as reported on 18 February 1999. 

By using the legal system of  Canada, the child has been transferred  from  his 
indigenous world into another group in direct contravention of  Article II of  the 
Convention that Canada has ratified.  Article II provides that genocide is committed 
when (d) forcibly  transferring  children of  the group to another group. This is the 
case in the reported decision. Canada's courts have used their authority to take an 
Indigenous child from  his birth ancestors and put him with a group that denies his 
ability to know his Indigenous heritage. Canada cannot pick and choose which 
articles of  the genocide convention apply. It is a total application to prevent such 
occurrence. Children are used by the state to accomplish particular objectives. That 
objective is this; assimilate the Indigenous peoples to remove them from  the land. 
It is an old objective using the same tactics. The most defenseless  - our children. 
Residential schools, provincial welfare  schemes and other tactics designed to 
separate the child from  his rights to their lands and territories. This is a direct 
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violation of  the Convention on the Rights of  Child. 

The court ruling also violates another international convention that Canada has 
touted as being bound by; the Convention on the Rights of  Child signed with much 
flourish  by former  Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. Article 30 of  the Convention 
provides: 

In those states in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of 
Indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is 
Indigenous shall not be denied the right, in community with other members 
of  his or her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess  and practice his 
or her own religion, or to use his or her own language. 

The Chief  and Council of  Saddle Lake First Nation note with some dismay that this 
recent ruling flies  in the face  of  the study undertaken by Judge Kimmelman in 
Manitoba. It is noted with irony that the child adopted outside of  his Indigenous 
community was from  Manitoba. Judge Kimmelman's report noted that 80% of  the 
Indigenous Children were adopted outside of  the province and outside of  the 
Country which denies access to their own culture, to profess  and practice their 
language as a means of  assimilating them into the non-indigenous world against 
their own free  will. 

The Chief  and Council of  Saddle Lake First Nation are considering taking action 
against Canada at the United Nations to have the Conventions enforced  and 
Canada censored for  its continued and fragrant  disregard for  the rights of  Indigenous 
children making a mockery of  Jane Stewart's "statement of  deep regret". Makes one 
think that her statement of  deep regret was that the Indigenous Children have been 
totally assimilated in the residential school process so they must continue its 
programs and services to achieve that stated end. 

"When our ancestors entered into Treaty with the British Crown in the last century 
to share our territory, we did not anticipate that sharing with us would be a 
problem. It seems obvious to us that the settlers are not prepared to share, they 
want to destroy any evidence that Indigenous people existed on Great Turtle Island. 
They have always used our children as the most venerable of  our society. The 
practice continues without any end in sight. We might have to appeal to the 
international community to censor Canada's actions including the Minister of 
Indian Affairs  who continues to deny any trust obligation to this child and its future 
as a Treaty person. 
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Let us see what the Minister of  Indian Affairs  is prepared to consider in light of  her 
statement of  working in partnership with Indigenous peoples to move forward.  It is 
hard to move forward  when the state continues to use its old tactics without any 
remorse. We regret this child has been exiled in the land of  the free.  We pray for 
him to find  his indigenous relatives in the future  and that the Creator will watch 
over and protect him. 

Sincerely, 
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Chief  John Shirt, 
Saddle Lake First Nation 


